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Grace Presbyterian Church                      April 11, 2021 

Acts 4:32-35, 1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-31            First Sunday after Easter 

“Jesus Enters Locked Rooms”       

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Security and a sense of security is an intimate discussion for many these 

days. Perhaps you know that on top of our locking our doors here at Grace 

Church, we have an alarm system on the church building, partly because we 

are a bit remote and removed here on this lovely property. I also am grateful 

to often see police cruisers in our parking lot, rather than illicit activities that 

might be attracted by the privacy of our property.  

 

If we talk about our own homes, some of you will tell me you keep door 

locked nearly all the time. Others of you will tell me you almost never lock 

your door. Why is that? It certainly has to do in part with your experiences 

of the past, and how safe you feel currently. If you have experienced a 

robbery in your car or home, or a home invasion, you will have a different 

feeling about these things compared to those of us who have never 

experienced these violations. Everyone has a story to tell, and we should not 

be too quick to judge others who have trust issues for good reasons. 

 

You can imagine the disciples the week after Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

The Jewish leaders had already been circulating the story that the disciples 

had stolen Jesus’ body while the Roman guards were asleep. (Matthew 

28:11-15) So the remaining eleven apostles and other followers of Jesus 

were wondering how safe it was for them. They remember the crowds 

calling for Jesus’ crucifixion. They knew it wasn’t safe to be a follower of 

Christ. And so they locked the doors to that room where they gathered. (John 

20:19) 

 

How are you feeling about following Jesus in the current cultural 

conditions? Do you feel safe being a Christian, and safe enough to share 

your faith with others, no matter what their religious background is, or if 

they have no religious background. That’s an important question, and 

deserves a reflective answer that might take some time. Perhaps we do have 

religious freedom for what we believe, in the law and constitution and bill of 

rights. But that doesn’t mean you feel safe to share. Feeling safe to share 

also includes how people have responded to you in the past. Have you been 

insulted or disrespected or mocked as a result of your sharing? This can 

affect your desire and motivation to share today. Today is a good day to 
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forgive those who have negatively responded to the sharing of your faith. 

Take a moment and ask the Lord to forgive them and to reconcile them to 

Himself. Ask Him to take away any limits or weights the devil wants to put 

around your neck and your mouth, for whatever reason. Ask Him for new 

courage to be safe enough to trust the Lord for sharing your faith and your 

beliefs, grounded on the Scriptures, honouring to Jesus. 

 

These thoughts are a reflection on how we lock the doors of our hearts. 

Often they are locked unconsciously, through negative experiences. Open 

the door of your heart to the Lord today. In Revelation 3:20 Jesus says, 

“Here I am. I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 

opens the door, I will come and eat with them, and they with me.” That is for 

a first time believer, but is an ongoing invitation to all believers, which is the 

context of the Laodicean Church. We lock our hearts, because we don’t want 

to get hurt again. It is hard to open the door to anyone. But if we do choose 

to open the door to the Lord, Jesus will kindly come in. We know he can 

come through locked doors, because He did that too. I will comment on that 

in a minute. But right now, open the door to Him, and say “yes” to Him. He 

has a meal for you, bread that satisfies and water that quenches thirst, and 

wine that brings life forever. 

 

The experience of locking our doors is the most common experience of 

people. We have many resistances to the Lord. We deny Him. Many of us 

deny Him who have accepted Him, as Peter did in the high priest’s courtyard 

(John 18:15ff). We resist Him, because Jesus can ask us difficult things, like 

he did the rich, young ruler. (Matthew 19:16-22) He asked him to give up 

his wealth. That man went away sad. We don’t know what Jesus’ follow up 

comment would have been if the young ruler had said “yes” to him. He 

might have allowed him to keep some or all of it. Instead, it ruined his life of 

following Jesus. How are you holding your finances before the Lord? We 

must give them up when we die. We all know that. How will we be generous 

before that event forces us to be generous? 

 

Jesus also told us to gouge out our eyes and cut off our hands, if we were 

sinning with our minds and fantasies, if we were acting in sinful ways. 

Matthew 18:7-9 teaches us that we are to give our thought life to the Lord 

and actions to the Lord. Most of us otherwise would be blinded and without 

hands to use. So we know that these are but two of many challenging things 

our Lord tells us as we follow Him. The Scriptures remind us that God has a 

way of coming into our lives that is surprising. The memory of how He 
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came into your life is an amazing treasure that you need to cultivate, and 

work on as your personal life narrative. Your story is your greatest treasure, 

praise to Jesus, grace and peace to you. Work on your story and share it. 

Now some of you have noticed that I have not progressed beyond the first 

verse in our Gospel of John reading, that is v. 19 of John chapter 20. This 

reflection is a personal reflection for you. How are the doors of your heart 

locked these days? 

 

We know it says in the Scriptures that the physical doors where the disciples 

were gathered were locked “for fear of the Jews” or “Jewish leaders.” 

(NIV1984 & 2011) The closest followers of Jesus were scared of suffering 

the same fate of being tortured to death, as what happened to their Master. 

Can you blame them? 

 

The beautiful thing that happens is that Jesus comes and stands among them, 

even though the doors were locked. He does the same thing in our lives. He 

surprises us, even when we were not looking for Him, and certainly not 

looking for faith or discipleship. We were on our own path away from him, 

locked doors and hearts. And yet there He appears, in the room in which the 

disciples were gathered. And wherever He met you first in your life, just 

thank Him right now for having met you there. It is His grace and His gift to 

you. And if you don’t know Jesus, He wants to meet you right now. This is 

your time to meet Him. His eyes of compassion are on you. He wants to give 

you new life, new hope and the way forward in this crazy time we are living. 

Don’t hesitate to give yourself to Him right now. Open the door of your 

heart and your life to Him. Invite Him in. Receive Him into every part of 

your home. But first just into the entry hall. He meets you as you invite Him 

into every room of the house of your life. Invite Him to go through every 

room in your house, even the ones that are not presentable or shameful. He 

knows what to do. Invite him there. Take the time today to invite Him 

through the house of your heart, the house of your life. 

 

Jesus appears to the disciples on the first Sunday after Easter. The disciples’ 

lives are changed forever. Before the question is answered: “How can Jesus 

do such a thing?” We must remember the rest of the Gospel of John. Jesus 

often escaped a stoning or a riot or his being murdered in some way. Jesus 

often said, “His time had not yet come.” He said that first in chapter 2:4 to 

his mother Mary. John mentions his own people were trying to kill him for 

what they saw as blasphemy (5:18). His siblings wanted to teach him how to 

market himself (7:6-8) And “no one laid a hand on him because his time had 
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not yet come.” (7:30) Even the Temple Guards couldn’t arrest him (7:45-

46). And then again Jesus claims to be God, and “they picked up stones to 

stone him (to death), but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple 

grounds.” (8:59) How do you slip away from people who have picked up 

stones to stone you to death? And sometimes He teaches His way out of 

being stoned (10:31). But the point is: well before Jesus appeared through 

locked doors, He got out of awkward death defying situations in seemingly 

supernatural ways. 

 

So when we talk about Jesus’ resurrection body having no problem going 

through locked doors, we are speaking correctly. There is a new physics to 

our new resurrection bodies, and we currently don’t understand that science. 

We know angels enter prisons and release the disciples who were 

imprisoned there (Acts 5:17-20). Locks and barred doors do not hinder their 

ministry, if we take the New Testament seriously. Acts 12 is a dramatic and 

detailed account of how an angel of the Lord visits Peter in prison and how 

his chains fall off and how he goes through two guard posts and an iron gate 

and goes back to Mary’s house and the servant sees him at the door and no 

one believes her because everyone knows Peter is in prison under heavy 

guard. But that guard and those locks do not hinder the ministry of the angel 

of the Lord and what God wants to do. And one of my favorite chapters in 

Acts is chapter 16 where Paul and Silas are in jail for their faith, having been 

tortured, God decides to not only let them go, but provides an earthquake for 

all the prisoners to be released. And just as the jailer is about to kill himself 

because he knows he will be held responsible for the prisoners’ escape, Paul 

shares his faith with him and he accepts Jesus, and administers first aid to 

ones he had tortured for their faith. It’s an amazing account, and well worth 

your re-reading it. My point is that God doesn’t have a problem with locks. 

Jesus doesn’t either. 

 

So whatever the locks on your heart and house and life, please be assured 

Jesus can get through them. But my plea to you is that you would invite Him 

to do so. I don’t know much about alarms and locks and security systems 

and about computer security. But Jesus does. He can send His messenger. Or 

He can come right in. Aren’t you glad? Aren’t you thankful that He can do 

that in your life, even if you weren’t interested in Him at the time? Others in 

your life need Him. Trust Him to get through their security systems, their 

locked rooms. I wanted to focus on this today, because sometimes we think 

there is no way in. They are locked out, or “locked down.” But Jesus is not 

bound by these restrictions. Aren’t you glad? 
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He comes to the locked room and shows Himself to his friends. They are 

“overjoyed.” (v. 20) He greets them with peace, shows them his wounds, 

and begins to tell them about their mission again. He invites the Holy Spirit 

into that place in advance of the greater release of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2. 

 

And He deals with Thomas. You know Thomas gets a bad rep. He is often 

called the “doubter.” But really he is only being honest. He has a hard time 

trusting, in part because the story starts with “locked doors.” He needs to see 

Jesus and touch Jesus.  

 

And if you noticed it in the story, Thomas is never recorded as touching the 

Lord. (vv. 26-28) He probably did. It would only makes sense since Jesus 

commands him to do so. But we know he worships Jesus and calls Him “my 

Lord and my God” which Jesus receives. Then Jesus talks to the rest of us, 

everyone listening now, to say “Blessed are those who have not seen, yet 

believed…”  

 

Blessed are you today as you realize how foolish it is to lock the doors 

against Jesus, and to ask Him to come in. Even if you don’t know how to 

unlock the doors in your life or in others’ lives, ask Him to come in. And He 

will. Receive His surprise for you today. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


